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from man's destiny to its realisation in a wrong way.
He forgets that, from the analogy of all Nature, we
know that the vast majority of "destinies'' are
destined to come to nothing ; that of seed-forces of
all sorts most are of necessity frustrated ; that the good
of the all, not of the species or the individual (as such,
and as distinct from the All) is the only "destiny"
that is absolute and infallible. Truly, every acorn is
conditionally " destined " to be an oak; every man is
conditionally destined to perfect spiritual development,
but not absolutely. Nature's waves beat for centuries
in vain against the cliffs of inert limitation, before a
last wave conquers and effects what each had "in-
tended." So, in every direction, she forces upward
and onward, to be foiled millions of times ere she
wins a little advance. On her myriad planets, circling
round her myriad suns, she attempts the drama which
she attempts on earth. But as little need we suppose
that here or there it will reach its final act, as that
this or that man or seed must fulfil the law of his
Nature. All we can say is that, of itself, and in due
conditions, humanity makes for such a Kingdom of
God on earth, but the odds against the conditions are
all but infinite. Yet this in no way weakens the duty
of struggling for existence, and for the fulfilment of
our collective and individual destiny. Enough to
know that somewhere, somewhen, the Idea that works
in our spirit will at last fulfil itself, nay, may have ful-
filled itself millions of times ; that it is our own spirit
which is the one subject of all experience; that if it
is " I " who fail here and now, it is " I " who succeed
there and then; if I succeed there, it is because I
have struggled, not only there, but everywhere, for